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The 18th annual Holiday Hope 
celebration will take place on Sat-
urday, Dec. 1 at the First Presby-
terian Church of Orange.

Holiday Hope is a day of en-
couragement and hope for fami-
lies from local shelters.  For some, 
it may be their only holiday cel-
ebration. For others, it may be just 
the lift they need to forge on.

Families receive a warm meal, 
clothing, and such personal ser-
vices, as haircuts, manicures 
or mini-massages. Each child 
“shops” for a special gift for his 
parents, and selects the wrapping 
paper. The highlight of the day is 
a special visit from Santa, who 
takes a photo and gives each child 
a toy.  

Over 350 in-transition guests 
attend each year, and community 

support is needed. Toys or gift 
cards for children and teens are 
welcome; and monetary donations 
to purchase toys are appreciated. 
Gifts items -- candles, frames, 
tools, jewelry -- are also needed as 
is holiday wrap and  decorations, 
personal hygiene items, new and 
gently-used clothing, stocking 
stuffers, canned food, fresh fruit 
and homemade cookies.

Volunteer hairstylists and mani-
curists are need for the day of the 
event as well as helpers for food 
service, gift wrap, decorating and 
clean up.

Contact Marsha Zembower at 
714/283-3842 or mzembower@
socal.rr.com to volunteer. Dona-
tions may be dropped off at First 
Presbyterian Church, 191 North 
Orange Street. 

 A lawsuit challenging the OC 
Board Of Supervisors' controver-
sial rewrite of the Foothill Tabuco 
Specfic Plan (FTSP) was filed by 
a coalition of public interest and 
citizens groups. 

The lawsuit against Orange 
County and the Board of Super-
visors seeks to overturn a 65-unit 
housing along rural Santiago 
Canyon Road north of Cook's 
Corner and developer-driven 
amendments to the FTSP and the 
Orange County general plan.

Urban rules for canyons
To clear the way for the mass-

graded Saddle Crest develop-
ment proposed by builder and 
campaign contributor Rutter San-
tiago, supervisors repealed long-
standing rules protecting Trabuco 
Canyon’s rural character and 
scenic natural resources.  These 
rules, embodied in the 1991 Foot-
hill Trabuco Specific Plan limited 
bulldozing of hillsides and can-
yons, and protected mature oak 
trees like those overhanging sce-
nic Live Oak Canyon Road.

Supervisors also modified the 
county general plan to raise the 
traffic safety limit on the winding, 
two-lane Santiago Canyon Road, 
remove the requirement for devel-
opment in the area to be rural in 
character, and allow supervisors 
to approve projects countywide 
even when they do not comply 
with all provisions of the general 
plan or applicable specific plan

Calling the FTSP “outdated,” 
supervisors okayed the devel-
oper’s amendments to the FTSP 
to remove grading limits and oak 
tree protections, allowing Rutter 
to destroy 151 mature oaks, some 
over three feet in trunk diameter, 
and opening the door for other de-
velopers to follow suit. 

 
Contributors trump    
constituents 

The Oct. 2 approval followed 
public testimony overwhelmingly 
opposed to the project, along with 
a petition signed by over 2,000 
concerned citizens from Orange 
County and beyond urging super-
visors to follow the FTSP. 

County sued after okaying Trabuco 
tract, repealing rural protections

"Angry ratepayers"continued from page 1
oust GSW with $200,000.

That initial investment would 
allow the community to fund an 
appraisal of its water system, 
have a financial analysis done and 
seek legal counsel.  Those studies 
will supply residents with the cost 
benefits of changing to another 
water company.   They’ve already 
been advised by GSW that their 
current rates will increase a mini-
mum of 19 percent over the next 
three years.  These increases fol-
low rate hikes of over 30 percent 
over the last three years.  “Com-
pared to our water bills continuing 

to increase,” Sears says, “a small 
investment in this effort now will 
pay off when Golden State Water 
is gone from our community.”

By the end of the meeting, 
residents had offered to volunteer 
in support of the effort and pro-
vide individual expertise where 
needed.  They also left signifi-
cant monetary donations with the 
FCA’s Control our Water com-
mittee.  FCA is continuing to 
raise funds for the water project.  
Contributions may be sent to Wa-
ter Rates c/o FCA, P.O.  Box 261, 
Tustin Ca. 92781.

“This is a catastrophic failure of 
local representative government,” 
said Ray Chandos, secretary/trea-
surer of the Rural Canyons Con-
servation Fund, one of the plain-
tiffs in the lawsuit, “with county 
supervisors selling out the people 
they were elected to represent, 
and throwing out the rules they 
themselves made in 1991, all for 
a single campaign contributor.” 

The suit filed in Orange County 
superior court alleges that these 
amendments violate state plan-
ning laws mandating consistency 
between general and specific 
plans, and that the project’s envi-
ronmental impact report violates 
the California Environmental 
Quality Act by failing to disclose 
the project’s true impacts on traf-
fic and the environment and the 
likely effects of the FTSP and 
general plan amendments outside 
the Saddle Crest boundaries.

 Other plaintiffs include the 
Saddleback Canyons Conservan-
cy, Friends of Harbors, Beaches 
& Parks, and the National Audu-
bon Society.

1st Presbyterians to 
observe 18th holiday fete

Orange County’s Public Works 
has applied to the federal govern-
ment for more than $4 million in 
grants to defray the cost of replac-
ing two aging bridges in the can-
yons of East Orange.

The Silverado Canyon Road 
bridge over Ladd Canyon would 
receive $1.8 million and Modjes-
ka Canyon Road bridge over San-
tiago Creek, $2.5 million if the 
grants are approved. The bridges 
date back to the ‘30s and ‘40s and 
have both become critically frac-
tured as well as being function-
ally obsolete.

CalTrans, which is in charge 

of awarding federal funding, will 
make a decision on the county’s 
application within four to six 
months, but the bridges will be re-
placed even if the county doesn’t 
get financial help.

This work is not expected to 
start right away. New bridge 
foundations in creek beds must 
be done when the beds are dry in 
the spring and summer.

If the funding is approved, 
the cost of the Modjeska bridge 
would be fully covered, and the 
county would pick up another 
$236,000 to cover the additional 
expense of the Silverado bridge.

Funds sought for bridges

National Recreation and Parks 
Association (NRPA) held its an-
nual Congress and Exposition at 
the Anaheim Convention Center 
last month. OC Parks hosted a 
tour for about 120 park profes-
sionals from across the nation. 
The tour included stops at the 
Santa Ana River Trail, Irvine 
Regional Park, the Irvine Ranch 
Open Space, Salt Creek Beach 

and Upper Newport Bay Nature 
Preserve.

NRPA recognized OC Parks at 
its “Best of the Best” ceremony, 
and OC Parks won the Kudos 
Marketing Campaign Award for 
its printed materials – brochures, 
maps, fliers and reports. Employ-
ees Tom Starns, Kristi Bergstrom 
and Marisa O’Neil were congrat-
ulated for their work.

NRPA recognizes OC Parks

KidsPlay gives funds         
to sports programs

Students at three local high 
schools will be able to participate 
in sports programs, thanks to the 
Community Foundation of Or-
ange. Its KidsPlay program pro-
vides funds to assist students who 
are prevented from participating 
in athletics because of financial 
hardships. 

Larry Cohn, KidsPlay chair, 
presented the athletic department 
at Villa Park High School with a 
donation of $1,000. Orange High 
School received a $2,000 check, 
and the athletic department at 

El Modena High is slated for a 
$1,000 donation from KidsPlay.

KidsPlay also works directly 
with local sports leagues to help 
families in need meet the costs 
of registration fees, uniforms and 
equipment. Funds are provided 
by individuals and businesses. 

For more information about 
the KidsPlay program and grant 
applications, see www.commu-
nityfoundationoforange.org/pro-
grams, or contact Executive Di-
rector Susie Cunningham at (714) 
288-9909.  

County 
positions open

The Orange County Board of 
Supervisors directed the county 
executive officer to update job 
descriptions and recommend a 
selection/interview process for 
the elected positions of auditor 
controller and public administra-
tor that are currently vacant.

The North Tustin Advisory 
Committee (NTAC) will review 
two proposed projects at the No-
vember 26 meeting as follows:

Jean Kwong, 9801 Brier Lane, 
proposes to subdivide a 51,171 
sq.ft. parcel into two lots. Parcel 
1 is proposed to be 24,090 sq.ft. 
in area and Parcel 2 is proposed at 
27,481 sq.ft. Parcel 2 is designed 
as a flag lot. No grading or other 
property improvements are pro-
posed with this application.

Joe and Jenifer Richardson, 
2111 Salt Air Drive request an 
Administration Site Development 
Permit for grading of 1,900 cubic 
yards of cut and 1,500 cubic yards 
of fill on slopes over 30 percent. 

NTAC to consider proposals
The project includes a segmental 
retaining wall in the rear yard.

The meeting will begin at 7 
p.m. at the Tustin Unified School 
District board meeting room, 300 
South C Street, Tustin at 7 p.m.

Swearing in 
slated for 

Orange officials
Orange mayor-elect Tita 

Smith and new council 
members Mike Alvarez 
and Mark Murphy will be 
sworn in Tuesday, Dec. 4 at 
6 p.m.  The ceremony will 
take place in the council 
chambers at city hall, 300 
E. Chapman Ave.  Light re-
freshments will be served in 
the Weimer room after the 
swearing in.  The public is 
encouraged to attend.

ORWF meeting 
to feature Sen. 
John Campbell
Congressman John Camp-

bell, now representing the 45th 
U.S. Congressional District, will 
be guest speaker when Orange 
Republican Women, Federated 
(ORWF) meets Nov. 20.  

The  meeting will begin at 10:30 
a.m. with registration and social 
at the Foxfire Restaurant, 5717 E. 
Santa Ana Canyon.  Call to order 
is at 11.  Campbell will speak fol-
lowing the noon luncheon.

Required reservations at $25 
may be made at (714) 633-1384 
or jill_mccauley@sbcglobal.net.  
ORWF 2013 officers will be in-
stalled at this meeting.


